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Erosion of dem The case of
Nisekoj; Japan

Kiyomi Misaki

Democracy is being eroded in Japan. Top-down and centralised regional policy,
promoted since the administration of Junichiro Koizumi from the early 2000s and

continued under successive subsequent prime ministers, especially the late Shinzo Abe,

has undermined participation and responsibility at the grassroots level.

Guest Contribution: Working for chiiki
okoshi kyoryokutai: Thinking about
community and culture in a tourist
destination in Hokkaido

Posted on 2022-09-23 by Cornelia Reiher
by Kiyomi Misaki

Last November, | started to work for a local tourism association in Niseko in northem Japan as
a local revitalization cooperator in the chiiki okoshi kyéryokutai program initiated by the Ministry
of Interal Affairs and Communications to encourage people from cities to move to and settle
in rural areas and to engage in community activities. It is a countermeasure against the
overconcentration of the population in Tokyo and the outflow of the rural population. | am
doing fieldwork while working for Kutchan Tourism Association (KTA). Through my fieldwork
and working for KTA, I am currently thinking that an economy-oriented climate may undermine
the local community and local culture.

It may be confusing that Niseko does not technically have the definition of a region, and
people first come to mind is @ mountain area in Kutchan town when they hear the name
Niseko. For that reason, Niseko in this article means Kutchan town. Niseko, with a population
of 15,000 people, is a tourist destination known for powder snow in winter, attracting skiers
and snowboarders from all over the world. The mountain area in Niseko has been
redeveloped since the late 1990s by Australian entrepreneurs. Since the season in Australia
and Japan is opposite, some Australians enjoy skiing and snowboarding throughout the year,
going back and forth between Niseko and Australia each winter. Since 2014, the proportion
of Australians, which accounted for half of all visitors, has gradually decreased and visitors
from Asian countries such as Hong Kong, Singapore and China have increased instead.
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