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. Driving in Japan

In order to drive a car in Japan, you need to have a valid Japanese driver's
licence or an international driver's licence. The minimum age for driving is
18 years old although persons aged 16 years old and above can obtain a
motorcycle license.

An International Driving Permit (IDP) based under the Convention on Road
Traffic (the Geneva Convention)

- This must be issued by a signatory country to the Geneva Convention.

- IDP is valid for one year from the date of issue or one year from the date of
your entry to Japan, whichever is shorter. In the case of loss, IDP cannot be
reissued in Japan and driving without it will be considered driving unlicensed.

- You must carry your passport and resident card upon driving, as authorized
officials may ask for these additional identifications to verify the effective period
of your license in Japan.

A driver’s licence issued from a region or country that does not issue IDP but
share the same licencing system as Japan

- A licence obtained in the countries or regions of Switzerland, Germany,
France, Belgium, Monaco, or Taiwan (as of November 2023).

- When driving with an eligible licence, you must carry a Japanese translation
issued by one of the authorized agencies noted below.

- The license is valid for one year from the date of your entry to Japan. It must
be changed to a Japanese licence after one year.(see p.80)

- You must carry your passport and resident card when driving.

*Only a Japanese translation issued by the following authorities is valid:

The administrative authorities of the country that issued the license, foreign
embassies or consulate offices in Japan (the Taipei Economic and Cultural
Representative Office for Taiwan), or the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)

[® JAF: Japan Automobile Federation (Sapporo Branch Office)
@ 011-857-7155 (in Japanese) Mon. to Fri. 10am-5pm (Closed national
holidays and New Year) English website: https://english.jaf.or.jp/ E

Fee for certified translation is ¥4,000 -
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‘ Driving in Japan

Converting a Foreign Driver’s Licence to a Japanese Driver's Licence

The Japan-resident holders of foreign driving licences can convert their foreign
licence to a Japanese licence through an abbreviated examination process.
This consists of an eyesight test and, depending on the issuing country of the
foreign licence, may also require a short written examination and a practical
examination.

Requirements:

You must have had a valid foreign driver’s licence.

You must have lived in that country for at least three months since its date of
issue.

Necessary documents:

Application form

Your valid original driver’s licence, A Japanese translation of the original driver’s
licence, (The translation must be done by the embassy of licence issued country
or the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)), A copy of resident record (Juminhyo)
which must indicate your nationality / region. A picture (3 x 2.4cm, taken within
the last 6 months), Passport.

Any expired Japanese driver’s licence (for those who had a Japanese driver’s
licence before).

Fee JPY4,600 (application fee for standard sized car JPY2,550 + Issuing fee
JPY2,050)

*You must make an appointment in advance.

*The necessary documents are quite varied depending on the country of issue
your driver’s licence. Please inquire the necessary documents to the Sapporo
Driver’s Licence Examination Center in advance.

*Japanese driver’s licence cannot be obtained by mail.

Place to apply
Sapporo Driver’s Licence Examination Center (1-1, 5 Jou 4 Chome, Akebono,
Teine-ku, Sapporo) & 0570-080-456 (Japanese Only)
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‘ Driving in Japan

Buying Cars and Mortor Bikes (more than 125cc) / Transferring Cars

Buying a new or used car Transfer of used cars

v Y

Initial registration Transfer of name on Parking

Taxes (automobile weight-based tax, Certificate and compulsory insurance
annual owner's tax, car acquisition tax)

Compulsory insurance

Parking Certificate

Undertaken by car dealer Undertaken yourself

/ Take necessary documents* to the

The car dealer will prepare the paperwork Hokkaido District Transport Bureau

-Recycle registration can be done at car
repair shops, dealers and automobile
inspection center.

-It is necessary to have a personal seal
when you buy a car from a dealer.
Please ensure that you have a registered
seal (see page 14).

-It is strongly advisable to obtain optional
car insurance (see page 84).

*Necessary documents

» Personal seal (inkan)

» Seal Registration Certificate

» Parking Certificate » Certificate
of Transfer (transfer of used car)
» Resident record(Only if you don't
have My number/ the owner and
user are different)

Automobile Inspections (shaken)

All automobiles and motorbikes (250cc or above) need to pass regular car
inspections and have an Inspection Certificate issued. Cars driven without a
valid Inspection Certificate or cars that are in particularly bad condition will be
subject to a penalty.

Inspection Certificate validity:

@ Automobiles including lightweight (kei) cars: 2 years (3 years for new cars)
@ Motorbikes: 2 years (3 years for new bikes)

Inspections can be undertaken at the Hokkaido District Transport Bureau, auto
dealers, automobile inspection centers and some car repair shops.
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. Driving in Japan

Recycling Cars

When you recycle (scrap) your car, your car must be deregistered. Places listed
below for car inspections and other outlets also deal with the procedure of
deregistering cars.

* For further details on car inspections, registration or recycling vehicles contact:
[® Sapporo Road Transportation Office, Hokkaido District Transport Bureau
(1-1, North 28, East 1, Higashi-ku, Sapporo)
B 011-731-7168 (inspection) & 050-5540-2001 (registration / user vehicle
inspection)
[® Kei Car Inspection Organization(20-1-21, Shinkawa 5, kita-ku, Sapporo)
B 050-3816-1763 & 050-3146-2535(Inspection Reservation)
[@ Auto dealers,automobile inspection centers and car repair shops

Registration at the Kutchan Town Office
The following types of automobiles are subject to Kei Car Tax (see page 24).
@ 125cc and less @ Small special cars such as tractors, forklifts, etc.
@ Lightweight (Kei) car
When an owner
D buys, transfers the title or changes address of the automobiles, it must be
reported within 15 days.
(@ reycles or lose ownership, it must be reported within 30 days.

Required Items

Identification document*' and documents

Initial registration that show details of the car*’

Identification document*', certificate of
transfer and documents that show details of

Transfer registration
the car*’

Recycling registration Identification document*', number plate and2
(also required for moving out of Kutchan) | documents that show the details of the car*

*'Driver's license, My number, Residence card etc.

*Documents that show details of the car

Documents that show the chassis number such as the Sales Certificate or
Recycling Certificate.

Compulsory and Optional Insurance

3rd party insurance is compulsory although this only covers damages arising
from injury to others. Damage to your car, yourself and other cars is not covered
by this type of insurance. Additional insurance is recommended if you desire
further coverage. It is strongly advised that you are aware of the m|n|mum
coverage of the compulsory insurance. | gy~ T
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‘ Driving in Japan

Driving Safely

1. Everyone must wear a seatbelt.
2. Do not drink and drive.
3. Observe the speed limit on the road sign.
4. Avoid passing dangerously.
5. Understand the differences between summer and winter roads.
(Winter roads are very slippery and dangerous. Please make sure you
change to winter tyres in advance of any snowfall and drive more carefully).
6.Do not use mobile phones while driving.

Traffic Violation Penalties

If you violate traffic regulations you will be fined and a number of points will
be added to your record. Drunk driving is prohibited by law in Japan. A blood
alcohol concentration of 0.3mg/l or higher (0.15mg/l in breath) is considered
driving under the influence. The laws relating to drunk driving are different from
other countries and are lot stricker. Drunk driving is a serious crime. Never drive
if you have had even a sip of alcohol.

Child car Seat Service
Kutchan Town Office offers a free child car seat rental service. The available car
seats are infant, convertible and booster size in response to the growth of the
child. The rental period per a seat is limited up to 6 months.
*Children under 6 years old must be in a child restraint.
IA[@ Safe Living section Residential Affairs and Environment Division,

Kutchan Town Office (Window #2) @& 0136-56-8005
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. Driving in Japan

Traffic Signs
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Television
There are seven TV channels in Kutchan.

NHK Viewers Fee

Every household that has a television set must pay a monthly viewer fee to
NHK.

[® NHK Sapporo Broadcasting Corporation & 011-232-4001 (in Japanese)
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For more information on Japanese traffic rules, school zones,
etc., please check website below.
https://www. town. kutchan. hokkaido. jp/Living_Information/
sumai-koutu/dourokoutsuu/koutsuuanzen/
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