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Searching for a House or Apartment
There are many different types of housing available in Kutchan. When looking
for accommodation, you should contact a real estate agency. If you are not
fluent in Japanese, you should bring along someone who can interpret for
you to facilitate the procedure. The style of rooms in Japanese houses and
apartments are symbolised by K (kitchen), D (dining room) and L (living room),
for example, 2LDK or 3LDK. The size of a room is measured by the number
of tatami mats. Public housing in Kutchan is announced in the town magazine
and website when vacancies become available. Public Housing applications
are subject to certain conditions.

The size of a room is estimated by the number of
tatami mats

One tatamimat=1jo (0.9 m x 1.8 m)

Land and housing lots are estimated by tsubo

1 tsubo = 2 jo (approximately 3.3 m?)

Contracts

After you have found accommodation, you can enter into a rental contract.
Prior to signing or stamping your seal on the contract, please confirm what you
need to pay carefully. There are some things particular to renting in Japan,
such as reikin (non-returnable gratitude money or "key money").

@ Yachin (rental fee): Yachin is the monthly rent. You may have to pay a full
month's rent if you move in mid month.

@ Shikikin (refundable deposit): This is money (equivalent to one or two
months' rent) provided to the landlord as security for your rent. It is returned to
you when you move out. However, if you do not pay the rent or if the property
needs repairing through negligence, this money may be used by the landlord
to cover the amount of rent or repair cost owed.

@ Reikin (gratitude money): This money (equivalent to 1-3 months' rent) is
given to the landlord and/or real estate agency. It is not refundable.

@ Chukairyo (realtor's fee): This is commission paid to the real estate agent.
This fee is usually equivalent to one month's rent.

@ Kanrihi (management fee): This is to be paid together with the rent to the
landlord as a component of house or apartment management costs.

When you sign a contract, you will normally have to pay the equivalent of about
six months' rent although this depends largely on the landlord.
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Contract Cancellation

You should inform the landlord one month in advance if you would like to cancel the
contract. As a general rule, the refundable deposit will be returned to you. You may
not be able to receive the full amount if there is damage to the rental property. In
cases of serious damage, additional payments may be required.

Moving Procedures

Prior to moving into a rental property, you will need to connect the electricity, gas
and water. Please see page 40 for water service and page 46 for electricity and
gas. When you move out you must pay any outstanding charges and rates. It is
recommended to inform your local post office of your change of

address in time to have your mail delivered to your new address.

Neighborhood associations , Chonaikai

"Chonaikai" is neighborhood and local companies associations for the improvement
of the community and environment for local area. Their functions are listed below.
e.g.)Pick up the garbage in the street, cleaning the garbage station, plant flowers
in the street, corporate snow removal, announcement and organize the removing
snow day, social communication events, patrol for crime prevention, street lights set
up, bearing the electricity bill and the bulletins of the suspicious person (neighbors
watch).

Chonaikai organizes the garbage station, removal snow and cleaning, so you may
not use the garbage station if you don't join the Chonaikai.

The property owner and resident are recommended to join the Chonaikai to keep
the local environment clean and tidy. The activities are funded by resident member's
fees.

Please ask your land lord or Chonaikai federation.

[@ Chonaikai federation (Social Welfare Consultation office) & 0136-22-4150

‘ Banks, ATMs & Postal Service

Banks in Kutchan (Bank Trading Hours : 9am-3pm on weekdays)

Hokuyo Bank, Kutchan branch, North 1, West 1

& 0136-22-0181

Hokkaido Rodo Kinko (Hokkaido Labour Bank), Kutchan branch, South1, East 1
ATM Business Hours : 8:45am-6pm on weekdays, 9am-5pm on Saturday, Sunday
and national holidays

& 0136-22-0459

Hokkaido Shinyo Kinko (Credit Union), Kutchan branch, South 1, West 1

ATM Business Hours : 8:45am-6pm on weekdays, 9am-5pm on Saturday, Sunday
and national holidays

@ 0136-22-1155

JA Yotei, South 1, East 2

& 0136-21-2511
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