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Period of Stay,

Visa Extension/Status Change

Change of Status & Re-entry Procedures

Application Period/Fees

Necessary Documents

Extension of Until expiry date of current visa
period of stay  |*Permission to extend visa (or lack of) is
(visa extension) |notified after investigation. (Fee: ¥4,000)

You have to report the change before the
visa expiry date.
*Permission to change visa (or lack of) is

Change of
visa status

Application form, passport,
residence card, a photo
(4x3cm) etc.

*Necessary documents
depend upon current
status and situation.

notified after investigation. (Fee: ¥4,000)

Special Re-entry Permit

Foreign nationals in possession of a valid passport and a residence card who will be re-
entering Japan to continue their activities in Japan within 1 year of their departure or by the
expiration date of the period of stay, whichever comes first, will in principle, not be required
to apply for a re-entry permit at a Regional Immigration Bureau any more.

Note the followings when you leave Japan on this “Special Re-entry Permit”.

1) When you leave Japan, be sure to check the specified box of an embarkation card for
reentrant (ED card) to express that you are leaving Japan on the special re-entry permit.
At departure, be sure to present your residence card as well as your passport and the ED
card.

2) Once you have left Japan on this special re-entry permit, if you fail to re-enter Japan
within 1 year of their departure or by the expiration date of the period of stay, whichever
comes first, you will lose your resident status.

3) Once you have left Japan on this special re-entry permit, you will not be able to extend
the permit while abroad. Before you leave, apply for a re-entry permit at a Regional
Immigration Bureau, in case you might stay outside Japan longer than a year.

Re-entry Permit
If foreign nationals temporarily leave Japan more than 1 year while their visa is still valid,
they are required to apply for a re-entry permit at a Regional Immigration Bureau prior to
leaving Japan. A re-entry permit allows you to re-enter Japan with the same visa until the
visa expiry date.

Necessary Documents:
Passport, residence card, Revenue stamp for permit fees (available for purchase at post
office)

Permit Fees

Single re-entry permit: ¥3,000

Multiple re-entry permit (within current visa period): ¥6,000

*Even with a re-entry permit, it is necessary to carry your residence card when leaving and
re-entering Japan

Regional Immigration Bureau

A @ Sapporo Regional Immigration Bureau & 0570-003259

Opening Hours: 9am-4pm (closed Sat., Sun., national holidays)

Sapporo 3rd Joint Government Bld., Odori Nishi 12 Chome, Chuo-ku, Sapporo
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