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@ Constructing a building

Kutchan Town is subject to heavy snowfall for approximately 6 months per year.
Annual snowfall is over 10 meters and snow depth is sometimes over 2 meters. In
order to be safe during winter, Kutchan Town has the General Rule of Construction
in Kutchan, to ensure that there is proper space for snow to accumulate and/or slide
from the roof.

In general principle, snow falling from a roof and/or snow cornice should be disposed
of within his/her own premises. Therefore, the General Rule of Construction in
Kutchan specifies the minimum requirements of space between a building and a road,
space between a building and a boundary line of a building site with an adjoining site,
and securing a parking space.

Those who are going to construct a building must apply for Building Confirmation
based on the Building Standard Law and Landscape Confirmation in compliance with
the Landscape Act. Furthermore, these buildings must follow the General Rule of
Construction as required by Kutchan Town. A building plan should ensure sufficient
space for snow to avoid any safety concerns during winter. Please refer to the
General Rule of Construction in Kutchan, which is posted on the town’s website etc.,
for detailed information. (English version is also available at Town office.)

Abstract of General Rule of Construction in Kutchan

O Building Plan

+ Snow sliding from a roof and/or snow cornice should be disposed of within his/her
own premises. Therefore, all building plans must ensure space for snow disposal.

+ Ensure space for snow sliding off from a roof and snow disposal space with
consideration about the shape and the slope of the premises.

+ In case of the premises which is not possible to ensure the space for snow sliding
off from a roof, alternative strategies must apply such as putting a falling snow-proof
roof etc.

- Due to the high maintenance cost and electricity expense of snow brackets and
roof heating system, bear snow disposal in mind from the initial plan.

+ Layout planning must ensure enough parking space during winter.

O Snow Shedding from roofs

+ As the falling distance of snow changes, depending on the climate every year,
you must keep sufficient distance between your property's snow shedding zone and
adjacent land.

Please apply the formula, following the Guideline for Construction, to plan effectively
against this issue, to reduce your burden and liability for snow falling from your
premises.

Real estate companies, design offices and construction companies should propose
appropriate building plans and construction methods to prevent safety hazards for
clients during winter.

@ Building Guidance Section, Landscape Office, Town Planning and Shinkansen
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