Welcome to Kutchan
OO0 odgggo

Nature and Climate
Kutchan is characterised by four distinct seasons, including a cool alpine
summer and a cold winter with the heaviest snow fall in Hokkaido.
Spring (Apr.-Jun.): Refreshing weather with new green leaves and flowers.
Average temperature is about 10 °C. Cherry blossoms bloom in May.
Summer (Jul.-Aug.): Dry hot weather with the highest average temperature of
20 C. Alpine plants are at their best in early July.
Autumn (Sept.-Oct.): Temperatures drop with each rainfall and evening
temperatures can drop below freezing. The leaves begin to change colour in
September.
Winter (Nov.-Mar.): The temperature can drop to -20° C. The maximum snow
depth can reach up to about 2m.
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Population(] 15,366 with 268 registered foreign residents (as of 31* Sep. [TJ)
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History

Settlers first cleared this area for permanent residence in 1892. Most of the first
settlers were from Tokushima prefecture in Shikoku Island. Kutchan village was
separated from Abuta village in 1893 and was reorganised into a town in 1916.
Thanks to the fertile land, the population exceeded 10,000 in 1903 and became
an important centre with branches of government agencies and transportation
terminals.

Kutchan is surrounded by the beautiful Niseko mountain range, stunning Mt.
Yotei and the Shiribetsu River (one of the clearest rivers in Japan). The main
industries in the area are agriculture and tourism. Local specialties include
agricultural products such as potatoes and outdoor sports such as rafting, skiing
and snowboarding. As an international resort town, Kutchan attracts tourists
from within and outside of Japan.
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Origin of the Name of Town

The word “ Kutchan” originates from the indigenous Ainu language. It is said

that phonetically equivalent kanji (Chinese characters) were put to the word
Kut-Shan-i” which means “ place flowing from a pipe.”
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Specialties of Kutchan

Potatoes, Yotei melon, Niseko Sake and Udon noodles.
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Enjoy Winter Life in Kutchan by Following These Points:

1. Inside is warm and is usually heated by an oil filled heating system. Because
of the difference in temperature from indoors to outdoors, it is important to layer
clothing so it is easy to regulate your own body temperature.

2. The road surface is icy and slippery so it is important to wear suitable shoes
to protect you from the snow and cold (such as winter shoes/boots).

3. If the temperature drops to -4 degrees Celsius or less, there is a possibility
that the water pipes might freeze. This point is especially important if you are
away from your home for a long period of time. Draining the water system is
important to prevent this happening.

4.When using the heater, it is important to ventilate the room for your own safety.

oooooooooooooobobobobboboobobobn
goooooboooooooobooooboooobobooobbbbooob
ooooooooooooboobobbobboooboooo
todoooooooooooobooboobobobbbobboboobobbbboboooo
ggoboobooooboooobobooooboobooobobooooobooon
ogoooboooooboooooobobooooobobooo . mom
omoooomoobooooo
oooooooooooobooboboboboboboon

Kutchan Town Office Map /0000000

@ ¢ o o o J1o

0000 o000 |[Doo |(coooojoooao ooooooooon
North entrance |-Sewer |-Water (0000 |00000 00o0oO0oo0oooo
service |service |-Traffic oono ooood
safety -National -Moving registration

-Crime Health

prevention |Insurance
-Medical
expenses

-Alien registration
-Family register

-Seal registration
-National Pension

gog gad U U
000000 00000000 CO0D0DO0DOoDOoOoOoOoO O0ooOooooo
0ooooojoo ooooo nooooon
oo -Taxes collected |-Payment of ‘En\é'{)?”hment
-Municipal by town public utility charges _Rub' & .
housing, _Taxes -Rabies vaccine
-Construction gooo

. : Main entrance
confirmation
-Snow clearing .

o0dobooOOoOoO0OOoOo0oOoOoOoOoOooOoOoooOooa

gooobooboobOobobobooooooooboboboobo
*For issues on child rearing and health and welfare, please go to the Health and
Welfare Center located in North 3, East 4 (Approx. 100m from the Town Office).



