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‘ Public Holidays and Events

Month Date Holiday < National Holidays
1st New Year's Day
JAN
2nd Monday Coming of Age Day
FEB |11st National Foundation Day
MAR |21st Spring Equinox Day
APR |29th Showa Day
3rd Constitution Memorial Day
MAY |4th Greenery Day
5th Children's Day )
- Australia Day
JUL Marine Day . .
3rd Monday R o the Aded D Due to the high population of
espect for the Aged Da . .
SEP P 9 y Australians in Kutchan, the
23rd Autumnal Equinox Day

ski area and some bars have
a party for Australia Day. You

Nov B National Culture Day may be able to drink Aussie

23rd Labor Thanksgiving Day beers, eat Aussie beef and

DEC |23 even play Aussie rugby.

Golden Week

Golden week is the long holiday from the end of April to the beginning of May.

There are some stories about where this holiday period comes from:

1. The movie Freedom School was showing during this time in 1951. The ex-

ecutive manager, Hideo Matsuyama, coined the term 'Golden Week' to help

ensure that the movie was a big hit.

2. It derives from the 'Golden time' of TV programs.

3. During gold fever in the Rocky Mountains, the snow melted towards the end

of April bringing people to the area in holiday spirit.

4. It was May when Marco Polo arrived to Japan.

These are all rumours, no one really knows why this holiday is called Golden

Week.

OCT |2nd Monday Health and Sports Day

Emperor's Birthday

Happy Monday

Many of the public holidays have changed from the traditional set dates to a
more flexible system so that people can enjoy succussive holidays (e.g. 2nd
Monday in Jan. etc). Please look out for these if you have an old calender.
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‘ Public Holidays and Events

Festivals and
Events in Kutchan
Occassionally there
First Sunday Opening of Niseko mountains are flea-markets held
JUN in Kutchan. The dates
2nd Saturday aorf’(frﬂg’lf’e afan'\gg:gm (Hirafu  course)| are ysually advertised
in the newspaper, in
the shops etc.
*Please check the
dates of the festivals
as they may change

depending on the
Potato Festival year.

Month Date Event

FEB |Last weekend |Yukitopia Snow Festival

First Sunday Verdure Festival

JUL |27th-29th Kutchan Shrine Festival

Last weekend Kutchan Jazz Festival

AUG |First weekend

OCT |10th (3days) Konpira Annual Temple Festival

School Holiday

Summer vacation 20th Julyd 20th August
Autumn vacation [ O 4th October(] 8th October
Winter vacation 25th December(] 20th January
Spring Holiday 20th March{ 6th April

*Dates may change depending on the year.

Winter Time

In Kutchan, it usually starts snowing at the end of November and the ski fields
usually open in mid December. Grand Hirafu opens on the 23rd November.
Asahigaoka ski field in Kutchan usually opens towards the end of December.
At Asahigaoka ski field there is also a cross crountry ski area and if you are a
resident, you can rent cross country skis from the gymnasium for free.

The best conditions are usually in January and February where you can go
skiing or snowboarding in deep powder snow every day.
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